
2019-2020  West Forsyth AP Literature and Composition Summer Reading 

 

Dear West Forsyth AP Literature and Composition Students, 

  

Welcome to Advanced Composition and Literature! We are glad that you have chosen to challenge yourself with a course 

that will serve you well as you prepare for your future both in and outside the classroom. AP Lit and Comp is a rigorous, 

and rewarding course, designed for seniors who desire to challenge themselves through critical analysis, creative 

observations, and empathetic reflection as we explore literature in a variety of forms.  

 

We believe that summer reading is important to help establish the standard of rigor for the class as well as to promote an 

important habit of lifelong reading. Through your careful reading and reflection, you will begin the class with an 

understanding of what is expected of you throughout the upcoming year - and hopefully discover literature you love!  

Summer Assignment 

 

Part I: Poetry 

 

An important part of AP Lit and Comp is reading poetry for pleasure and for analysis. Often, students forget the 

enjoyment and personal connections that can forged by reading poetry. In order to facilitate this journey, you will explore 

how current US Poet Laureate Tracy K. Smith is bolstering poetic connections. For at least 2 weeks (weekends excluded), 

you should listen to Tracy K. Smith’s podcast The Slowdown or subscribe to and read her podcast in written form. Each 

episode is only 5 minutes long and includes Smith’s reflection as well as a reading of the poem. The podcast is available 

on iTunes  or at https://www.slowdownshow.org/. You are certainly encouraged to peruse the archives and listen beyond 

the assigned two weeks!  

 

After the end of the two weeks, you should type a brief reflection (½ page - 1 page; single spaced) on your experience 

listening to poetry and, mimicking Smith’s style, reflect on one poem that particularly stood out to you.  

  

Part II: Literary Analysis  

  

Read How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines, by 

Thomas C. Foster. This text is an excellent introduction to understanding literary analysis and to give you an overview of 

what you will be looking for in the texts you will read this year. It is an important reference point throughout the year so 

be sure to read it carefully and enjoy the author’s style and references. A full PDF is available online.  We recommend 

that for each chapter, you compose a brief summary of the key points that Foster emphasizes. Your reading and summary 

will be reflected in the quality of your observations. 

 

Part III: Reading and Analyzing Fiction  

1. Read ONE of the following works: 

                     Barbara Kingsolver – The Poisonwood Bible 

                     Anthony Doerr – All the Light We Cannot See 

  Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie - Americanah 

                     Leslie Marmon Silko – Ceremony 

                     Fredrik Backman – Beartown 

  Celeste Ng - Everything I Never Told You 

  

Each of the choices above are contemporary works of fiction that we, your teachers, have particularly enjoyed and believe 

you will too; the choices are varied according to topic and author. Look into each book and find one that suits your 

interests!  

  

https://www.slowdownshow.org/


As you read: 

As you read and study your chosen novel, reference your chapter summaries from How to Read Literature Like a 

Professor. Make direct, specific connections from the novel to five of the chapters from his book. Which chapters connect 

best with your novel? How are the connections made? What is the author’s purpose in your chosen novel?  Do you see 

repeating patterns and motifs related to the Foster chapter?  

  

Analyze these five connections using what you learned from How to Read Literature: 

Provide a direct quotation from the book, citing page numbers and explaining the connection in three to five sentences. 

The examples you choose will closely resemble Dr. Foster’s format in his book.  You can mimic his style, using your 

chosen novel as an example. Through this part of the summer assignment, you are showing how you understand Foster’s 

ideas, applying them to your reading through analysis, and writing at an academic level that is appropriate for an AP class.  

Remember that your assignment must be typed. 

  

         Example from Pride and  Prejudice by Jane Austen: 

  

       “Well, my dear,” said Mr. Bennet, when Elizabeth had read the note aloud, “if your daughter should have a 

dangerous fit of illness, if she should die, it would be a comfort to know that it was all in the pursuit of Mr. Bingley, and 

under your orders” (Austen 29). 

  

       This quote is connected to Chapter 24 in Foster’s book concerning illness.  In this case, Jane Bennet has 

contracted a fever and is confined to the home of Mr. Bingley.  As Foster says, “[O]ften . . . the most effective illness is 

one the writer makes up” (Foster 224).  In this case, “a fever” serves Austen’s purpose of placing Jane in Bingley’s home 

for an extended period without actually putting her character in any serious danger.  Jane’s illness also gives her sister, 

Elizabeth, ample opportunity to stay in the company of Bingley, his two sisters and Mr. Darcy.  Without a doubt, Jane’s 

illness “works like a charm” as a device for moving the plot of the novel forward and giving the characters a valid reason 

to interact with each other for a prolonged, unspecified time (Foster 224). 

  

When you arrive at school in August, you will submit your summer assignment (typed poetry reflection and five 

connections between Foster and your chosen text) to your respective teacher. These are due at the beginning of your 

first class AP Lit and Comp class – NO EXCEPTIONS. 

    

There will be no formal test on your work. However, you may be asked to write an essay on it and reference it during the 

year. You may be asked to present your reflections to the class. The level of the work that you do will be evidence to us of 

the caliber of your work in an AP Literature and Composition class.  

  

We will see you in August, and we look forward to working with you during your senior year!  Enjoy your summer and 

your reading! 

  

Sincerely, 

  

West Forsyth AP Literature and Composition Teachers 


